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Debate theory
of socialism

Obamacare ignores
milk of kindness

A horror
for Baby Chance

Don’t go back
to GOP rule

Not impressed
with President Bush

Editor:
If we are going to debate 

the good and evil of socialism, 
we need to understand the 
concept.

For an unbiased defini-
tion one would hope that 
the Miriam Webster online 
dictionary would suffice.

There we find the following:
“A way of organizing a soci-

ety in which major industries 
are owned and controlled by 
the government rather than 
by individual people and 
companies.

“Any of various economic 
and political theories advocat-
ing collective or governmental 
ownership and administration 
of the means of production 
and distribution of goods.  

 “A system of society or 
group living in which there is 
no private property. A system 
or condition of society in 
which the means of produc-
tion are owned and controlled 
by the state. 

“A stage of society in 
Marxist theory transitional 

Editor:
The goal of Obamacare is to 

get every American insured by 
hook, crook or coercion.

Having hospitals dispense 
charity goes against the 
government grain as it 
might prevent someone for 
signing up for Obamacare. 
The way many, many people 
get medical care is through 
Medicaid.

Then working people are 
supposed to sign up through 
an insurance exchange for 
coverage. Computer failures, 
unaffordable premiums, 
defunct exchanges and a mul-
titude of other problems have 
left millions of people without 
a medical safety net. 

What does Obamacare do? 
It penalizes hospitals that 
offer charitable care. They 
actually have to prove that 
there remains a need in their 
area for their charity. The pa-
perwork is extensive and the 
penalty for not completing it 
is a large fine.

Only under Obama do we 
discourage the milk of human 
kindness. This is a disgrace 
that should not be allowed to 
stand.

Victoria Vaughn
Englewood

Editor:
Really? An innocent baby? 

To the parents of Chance (not 
that you deserve to be called 
parents), why not just hand 
him over to a family member, 
or drop him off at the fire 
station?

That’s what I call a 
no-brainer, but then that 
would explain your behavior 
wouldn’t it?  

You could possibly get 
beaten and suffocated while 
in prison and then know what 
it feels like.  

R.I.P., Baby Chance.
Patty Fischer

Punta Gorda

Editor:
In a recent letter, the writer 

wanted to restore America 
to the way it was under 
Republicans.

I agree. Let’s go back to 
high unemployment, home 
foreclosures, stock market 
crashing, home prices dropping 
30-40 percent, no health care 
for pre-existing conditions, 
health insurance costs rising 
double digits every year. Anyone 
adhering to this thinking must 
have had their head in the sand 
for the last seven years.

There is no politician any-
where that wants to take guns 
away. All they want are stricter 
controls on who can purchase 
them, but the idiot Republicans 
won’t go against the NRA be-
cause it will cost them support 
money. 

Yes, it is true that criminals 
will still have guns. But none of 
the school shootings were com-
mitted by a criminal. They were 
people who might have been 
denied owning a gun if  stricter 
controls were in place. Maybe 
one of the innocent victims of 
those killings would have been 
the one to find a cure for cancer, 
or some other great discovery 

Editor:
In response to an earlier 

letter, George W did a 
superb job. You must have 
stopped listening to the 
news after George W de-
clared victory.  

Saudi Arabs working out 
of Afghanistan attacked the 
U.S. and George W gives 
Afghanistan short shift and 
concentrates on Iraq. That 
destabilized the region and 
al Qaida and ISIS moved in.  

If Saddam Hussein were 
still in Iraq, those terrorists 
would be going through 
the wood chipper feet first 
and thousands of American 
soldiers would still be alive.  

Yeah, George W did a hell 
of a job.

Jack Restuccia
Punta Gorda

Council’s
mission

is still vital
OUR POSITION: The dis-

solution of Charlotte County’s 
Children’s Services Council was 
an unfortunate necessity, but the 
pursuit of its goals can continue 
with the right partnership and 
determination by those involved.

When Charlotte County 
commissioners voted 
recently to kill off the 

Children’s Services Council, 
there was really no alternative — 
despite the need for a champion 
for the county’s young people.

The council, filled with 
appointed volunteers, was put 
together about 14 years ago with 
a charge to report to the County 
Commission on children’s issues 
in the county. The responsibili-
ties were both broad and slightly 
obscure, but that was just one 
problem.

When the Florida Legislature 
passed the Juvenile Welfare 
Services Act it gave each county 
the opportunity to pass a refer-
endum to fund a special board 
to look after children’s welfare 
through research and contact 
with young people. Charlotte 
County’s attempt to pass a 
referendum to fund the council 
failed in 1992. So, the council 
was always broke.

“We had no real money to 
work with,” said Rich Simpson, 
a local attorney who was chair-
man of the council. “I think we 
have something like $375 in our 
treasury right now.”

Children’s councils in other 
counties, like Broward, have had 
greater success. But Charlotte’s 
10-member council was never 
able to accomplish much be-
cause of the lack of funds. What 
began as a group that met once a 
month, ended up a council that 
met quarterly. And, according to 
Simpson, he couldn’t remember 
“the last time” the council’s 
annual report was actually 
completed.

Charlotte County, realizing the 
referendum did not pass, argued 
that the council was not properly 
formed. A resolution to dissolve 
it was the logical, albeit sad, step 
to take.

So that essentially leaves 
the youth in Charlotte County 
without an advocate.

That void may soon be filled.
Diane Ramseyer, executive 

director of Drug Free Charlotte 
County, and members of the 
Southwest Florida Community 
Foundation have been in talks 
with the FutureMakers Coalition 
to step in and take on some 
responsibility for addressing 
children’s issues here — most 
notably in education.

FutureMakers’ main goal is to 
increase adults’ post-secondary 
degrees in Southwest Florida. 
The stated goal is to hike the 
level of adults with a post-sec-
ondary degree from its current 
27 percent to 40 percent by 2025.

The foundation, through its 
work to streamline the process 
for students, was attracted to 
FutureMakers.

The two groups sponsored 
a meeting recently to explore 
ways to work together and have 
scheduled a second get-together 
for noon, Nov. 9 at the Charlotte 
County Justice Center — a 
meeting open to anyone who 
has an interest in children’s 
issues.

Ramseyer said that meeting 
will be followed by a forum 
where all the players will talk 
about the next step, what the 
goals for Charlotte County 
should be and how to work on a 
birth-to-adulthood approach to 
improving the overall plight of 
young people here.

“We want to look at what 
assets we need,” Ramseyer said. 
“We may focus on educational 
initially, but we want to look at 
workforce opportunities and 
anything we need to boost our 
assets here (for children).”

It sounds like a focused ap-
proach to giving our kids some 
tools for a successful adulthood.

This editorial first appeared 
in the Sun Sentinel, based in 
Fort Lauderdale.

Research by countless 
scientists has not con-
vinced Florida Gov. Rick 

Scott to develop a state re-
sponse for addressing climate 
change and sea-level rise.

A projection by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
that the sea could rise 9 to 
24 inches here by 2060 hasn’t 
moved him.

A call by Pope Francis to 
prepare for the effects of 
climate change, made during 
the pope’s visit to the United 
States last month, spurred no 
movement, either.

Still, it’s imperative that 
the governor consider a dire 
report about the looming 
effects of sea-level rise on 
South Florida, contained in 
a study published last week 
by the National Academy of 
Sciences.

The study says it’s possible 
that some South Florida cities 
already have passed the point 
of no return as greenhouse 

gases gradually change the 
climate, glacier cover and sea 
level.

“We can act, and preserve 
much more of America’s 
heritage,” said Benjamin 
Strauss, a lead author, “or we 
can delay and leave a legacy 
of irreversible rising seas that 
threaten to destroy some of 
our nation’s most iconic cities 
and landmarks.”

If carbon emissions contin-
ue unchanged through 2100, 
the study says the sea could 
rise 14 to 33 feet, inundating 
many South Florida coastal 
cities like Boca Raton, 
Boynton Beach and Fort 
Lauderdale. Even inland 
cities like Margate could be 
submerged unless drastic 
cuts are made in emissions.

Extreme prediction? 
Perhaps. But Hal Wanless, 
chairman of the Department 
of Geological Sciences at the 
University of Miami, says the 
study’s premises and pro-
jections are reasonable, and 
could even be conservative.

And better safe than sorry, 

right?
Policy leaders who say they 

are not scientists and know 
little about climate change, 
as Gov. Scott maintains, 
should listen to the scientists 
who are trying to get the 
attention of policymakers. 
South Florida already has 
severe problems with flood-
ing and saltwater intrusion of 
inland drinking-water wells. 
A state strategy is needed 
to address the impacts of a 
rising sea.

Thankfully, some South 
Florida officials aren’t waiting 
for an action plan from the 
governor. County commis-
sioners in Broward, Palm 
Beach, Miami-Dade and 
Monroe counties have signed 
onto a regional Climate 
Action Plan, listing 110 
specific actions that must be 
taken.

Among the actions: re-
writing building codes to 
raise ground-floor levels, 
restricting construction in 
high-hazard areas, relocating 
wellfields that provide public 

drinking water and planting 
trees.

There is no need to be a 
doom-and-gloomer who 
sees all of South Florida 
under water in a couple of 
decades. But neither should 
the governor shield his eyes 
from the danger looming on 
the horizon.

Instead, we get reports that 
his administration ordered 
staff at Florida’s Department 
of Environmental Protection 
to not use phrases like 
“climate change” and “global 
warming.” The governor 
denies these reports, though 
you’d be hard-pressed to find 
him uttering these words.

It would be easier to 
believe Scott’s denials if he 
would speak about the need 
to prepare for sea-level rise.

If leaders want to retain a 
level of skepticism about the 
causes of climate change, 
that’s fine.

What’s not fine is burying 
your head in the sand and 
simply ignoring what the 
scientists are saying.

Climate report demands Scott’s attention
ANOTHER VIEW

between capitalism and com-
munism and distinguished by 
unequal distribution of goods 
and pay according to work 
done.” 

Armed with that informa-
tion, let the debate begin.

Fred Libby 
Englewood

that would benefit mankind. 
We have Republicans in the 

race who believe they know 
more about the military than 
anyone in the administration. 
He says I am better at every-
thing than anyone else at 
everything. 

Republicans have spent 
$60 million trying to repeal 
Obamacare while cutting school 
lunches, women’s health care, 
30,000 teachers, first responders 
and several other programs for 
the needy. Where is the sense in 
any of this?

Joseph A. Del Bonis
Rotonda West


