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1969: Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-
Mass., left a party on Chappaquiddick
Island near Martha’s Vineyard with
Mary Jo Kopechne, 28; the car went
off a bridge into the water. Kennedy
escaped, but Kopechne drowned. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Director Paul Verhoeven is 82. Actress
Elizabeth McGovern is 59. Actor Vin
Diesel is 53. Actress Kristen Bell is 40. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS

For many who answer the call to join
healthcare, they do not consider the no-
tion they will save a life one day. Many
join healthcare because, on a funda-
mental level, they are compassionate
individuals who enjoy connecting with
people and genuinely want to help.
There are many ways to fulfi�ll this call to
action; safely transporting a patient to a
test, carefully fi�lling a prescription in
the pharmacy, effi�ciently delivering
supplies to the operating room, or pro-
viding a nutritious meal to a patient to
support their healing.

Answering the call to join a career in
healthcare looks diff�erent for everyone.
Everyone has a unique story that in-
spired them: “My sister is a surgeon,”
“My neighbor is a pharmacist,” “My un-
cle is a Medical Assistant.” Some team
members may follow a traditional route
through a college program. Others may
join through an entry level position and
grow within the company though vari-
ous development opportunities. Con-
sistent across the board, regardless of
how one fi�nds themselves in healthcare
is the fulfi�llment of the work, the sense
of purpose, career stability, and oppor-
tunity for growth. 

How this global pandemic continues
to unfold is unknown. We all are living
this together. Taking inventory of what
is known; when your work is your call-
ing, your experience in this lifetime can
be very fulfi�lling.

Christina Carranza, MSN, RN-BC, is
CNML Manager of Strategic Nursing &
Organization Development for the NCH
Healthcare System in Naples on behalf
of the FutureMakers Coalition.

As the novel coronavirus began its
rapid spread making a global impact
early this year, we collectively found
ourselves shifting to a new paradigm of
behavior which has changed all our
lives. The topic of discussion was this
coronavirus: “How does it spread?”
“How do we stay safe?” “Are our hospi-
tals prepared?”

A global pandemic, at the time,
sounded like some blockbuster movie,
but as reality would present itself, it was
in fact real life. In the volatile and un-
certain environment, we looked to our
healthcare workers around the country
for guidance — physicians, nurses, re-
searchers, administrators, and so many
more integral roles. Communities began
to rally around healthcare workers, and
a very diff�erent contagion began to
spread around the country — gratitude
and love. Front-line healthcare workers
received myriads of thanks and appre-
ciation for being the trusted caregiver at
the bedside providing compassionate
care to all patients.

Healthcare workers, in general, are
viewed as the most ethical and honest
of all professions; nurses rating the
highest among Americans for the 18th
year in a row according to the Gallup
poll. And during this ambiguous and
chaotic time, healthcare workers con-
tinued to show up and provide care to
the best of their abilities, further vali-
dating the favorable virtues.

Another element of healthcare that
became more evident to the public dur-
ing this pandemic was the sheer num-
ber of people involved in the care of one
patient. Healthcare is a very complex
system, with many ways to make a posi-
tive impact in a patient’s life. While at-
tending a forum last year, a healthcare
leader asked an auditorium of diverse
healthcare workers: “How many of you
have a saved a life?” While a few hands
raised at the question, the leader im-
plored every hand to go in the air. 

Guest commentaries
A guest commentary can be 600 words
or less on a topical subject. Authors
must have considerable experience,
public involvement or expertise in the
subject matter. Due to the large
number of guest commentaries we
receive, these may be returned to the
author with a recommendation to
resubmit it as a letter to the editor
within the guidelines for letters.
Submit to letters@naplesnews.com.

Do not be overcome by evil, but over-
come evil with good. — Romans 12:21

BIBLE QUOTE

Note to readers: The Naples Daily News
has revised its guidelines for letters to
the editor. Letters can be 220 words or
less. We might edit them for accuracy,
clarity and taste, to eliminate personal
attacks and prevent libel. We might
reject letters or return them to senders,
who can rewrite them for resubmission.
The sources of statistics or assertions
of facts that aren’t common knowledge
must be cited in the same sentences.
No poetry, letter-writing campaigns or
airing of personal grievances or
complaints about businesses will be
considered. Submissions must be made
online via the form at naplesnews.com
or by email to letters@naplesnews.com.
Publication is limited to one letter per
writer per month. For verification, letter
writers must provide a home address
and phone number, but only the
community name will be published with
the letter writer’s name. The Daily News
strives to print as many letters as
possible, but not all letters will be
published. Shorter letters are preferred
so that more writers can be included.
Priority also is given to letters about
local events and issues.

LETTERS POLICY

When your job is also your calling
Your Turn
Christina Carranza

Guest columnist

Nick Libretto, a retired fi�re fi�ghter and owner of ABC Pest Control, set up a
50-foot fi�re truck with a banner saying “You Are Our Heroes” in front of Cape
Coral Hospital on April 8. Libretto said that he wanted to show his gratitude
to healthcare professionals and fi�rst responders. Nurses and staff members
came out to admire the message and take photos.
RICARDO ROLON/USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

President Donald Trump’s decision
to commute the prison sentence of his
longtime friend and political adviser
Roger Stone just days before Stone was
to begin a 40-month prison sentence –
he and the president say he was falsely
accused – reminded me of another
man who was as loyal to his president
and who did go to prison.

Charles Colson, described by de-
tractors as Richard Nixon’s “hatchet
man,” went to federal prison after
pleading guilty to obstruction of jus-
tice for attempting to defame Penta-
gon Papers defendant Daniel Ellsberg
in the Watergate aff�air.

While the cases and outcomes are
diff�erent, Stone has proclaimed a life-
changing experience identical to Col-
son’s. In an interview with The Wash-
ington Examiner three months ago,
Stone said evangelist Franklin Graham
had been counseling him and urged
him to “ … put my faith in God, and
confess my sins, acknowledge Jesus
Christ in my life. And I have done that.”

As was Colson’s experience, many
skeptics and political opponents will
deride Stone’s announcement. While
some have used religion to keep out of
prison, receive a lighter sentence or be
paroled early, the faith of others has
proved to be genuine. Time always
tells.

Stone acknowledged that some will
be skeptical, even cynical, when he
told the Examiner, “I’m aware of the
fact there are skeptics who are going to
say ‘Stone is posturing. Stone is ma-
neuvering for public sympathy,’ and so
on. But that’s just not the case. And
He, God, knows what’s in my heart.”

In an increasingly secular-progres-
sive culture where destroying one’s
political enemies is considered sport,
many may fi�nd Stone’s professed con-
version hard to accept. The list of his
sins is long and public, including those
of a personal nature (he and his wife

had been regular visitors to a notorious
Washington, D.C., sex club). Scripture
tells us, however, that God’s mercy
knows no limits and that Jesus came to
save all who have sinned “and fallen
short of the glory of God,” as the Apostle
Paul writes. Paul was the Stone and Col-
son of his era prior to his own conver-
sion.

Even some critics of Colson came to
grudgingly accept his faith as genuine,
largely because of the Prison Fellowship
ministry he founded and how he be-
came an advocate for prisoners, ex-in-
mates and their families without seek-
ing credit for himself.

Spiritual transformations can also
infl�uence others, including opponents.
Former Republican strategist Lee Atwa-
ter announced his own conversion after
being diagnosed with a brain tumor. He
issued a statement, apologizing to polit-
ical opposites he had harmed, adding: “I
should have been trying to help people
instead of taking advantage of them. I
don’t hate anyone anymore. For the fi�rst

time in my life I don’t hate somebody. I
have nothing but good feelings toward
people. I’ve found Jesus Christ — It’s
that simple. He’s made a diff�erence.”

In his book, “Born Again,” Colson
writes about meeting with a small
breakfast group that included Sen. Har-
old Hughes (D-Iowa), a fi�erce Nixon op-
ponent. He quotes Hughes: “I’ve learned
how wrong it is to hate. For years there
were men towards whom I felt consum-
ing bitterness. I wasn’t hurting them,
only myself. By hating I was shutting
Christ’s love out of my life. One of the
men I hated most was Chuck Colson,
but now that we share a commitment
together in Christ, I love him as my
brother. I would trust him with my life,
my family, with everything I have.”

Find me a power in Washington or
anywhere else that can produce results
like that. Roger Stone says he is now
plugged into that higher power. Scrip-
ture calls Him the “cornerstone.”

Email Cal Thomas at tcaeditors@
tribpub.com

Roger Stone fi�nds his ‘cornerstone’

Roger Stone leaves federal court in Washington in November. President Donald
Trump commuted the prison sentence of his longtime friend and political adviser
just days before Stone was to begin a 40-month sentence for witness tampering
and lying to Congress. MANUEL BALCE CENETA/AP

Cal Thomas
Columnist


