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For the fourth time in the last fi�ve years, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers has decided to fl�ush billions
of gallons of polluted water from Lake Okeechobee
into the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie Rivers.

If history is any guide, what happens next will be
the destruction of critical fi�sh habitat and the poten-
tial emergence of toxic algae blooms that have repeat-
edly forced beach closures and fi�shing restrictions on
both our coasts, crushing tourism, and devastating
local economies.

For decades, Florida has wrestled with this conun-
drum. To avoid failure of an aging dike around Lake
Okeechobee, vast quantities of freshwater are
dumped to our coasts while, to the south, a parched
Everglades and hypersaline Florida Bay wither. Water
that is needed year-round to replenish the drinking
water supply for millions of Floridians is instead
fl�ushed to sea causing both ecological and economic
harm in the process. 

Scientists and policymakers alike know that the
long-term solution to these problems is to build infra-

structure to re-direct this fl�ow south, and more than
$1 billion of construction has already been completed
in the southern Everglades, including more than 3
miles of bridges on Tamiami Trail.

Governor DeSantis’ $2.5 billion funding commit-
ment and support for sending water south is helping
to advance key water storage projects like the Ever-
glades reservoir. This water infrastructure will ulti-
mately restore (as near as possible) the natural south-
erly fl�ow of water from Lake Okeechobee into the Ev-
erglades and, from there, to Florida Bay. 

Let’s manage Lake O smarter, more fairly

Your Turn
Eric Eikenberg

Guest columnist

Water is seen going through the Ortona Locks on
the Caloosahatchee River. ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS 

See LAKE, Page 47A

We seek to elevate the knowledge base and earn-
ing potential of our workforce which will lead to more
productive and profi�table businesses. To many of us
working at the oldest local institution of higher edu-
cation, Florida SouthWestern State College , we be-
lieve this goal is achievable through education.

As a partner in the prestigious Lumina Foundation
in partnership with the Kresge Foundation, South-
west Florida has been designated as a TALENT HUB
— one of only 25 other designated communities in
the United States who have a demonstrated plan for
signifi�cantly increasing the number of people with
college degrees or other credentials beyond a high
school diploma. 

Your Turn
Eileen DeLuca and Michele Yovanovich

Guest columnists

Southwest Florida,
it’s time to elevate!

See ELEVATE, Page 48A

Does it feel like our divisions are dif-
ferent than they used to be? They are.

Polarization in any society is normal.
People disagree. They sometimes dis-
agree about deeply important issues.
They fi�ght for their beliefs in the politi-
cal and social arena. That’s healthy.
That’s normal.

The type of polarization now facing
the U.S. is diff�erent, and it’s toxic. It has
morphed from issues to identities, from
“I don’t agree with you to “I don’t like
you” to “You must be stopped.”

That toxicity feeds on itself. The oth-
er side’s actions fuel our belief that our
own side’s bad actions are justifi�ed
in response. Our politician’s
scandal is an anomaly or even a
conspiracy by the other side, their
politician’s scandal is proof of
their malice.

Eventually, the divides grow so
seemingly wide that a tiny minor-
ity of actors believe anything is
justifi�ed. This is the abyss that
should wake the rest of us up. Our
country is at stake. Our democracy
is at stake. We’re better than this. 

If things feel hopeless, take heart.
Because the vast majority of Americans
don’t want to see this kind of division;
the vast majority of Americans want to
build a shared future together. And as
research continues to prove, we’re not
as divided as we think.

POLITICAL
POLARIZATION

Toxic
America

Political disagreements have morphed from issues to identities,
from ‘I don’t agree with you’ to ‘You must be stopped’

Andrew Hanauer Special to USA TODAY

The election and civility:
Where do we stand now?
America is a divided nation. Friends
and family members have stopped
talking to each other over politics.
Partisanship has become tribalism and
many of us have come to perceive the
“other side” as enemies. And no mat-
ter who wins the presidential election,
our deep divisions will linger unless
we begin the hard work of healing the
nation.

How can we depolarize the country
and ourselves? That’s the next topic of
the USA TODAY Network’s Florida
Pulse happening this month.

What: The Florida Pulse is a monthly
live streamed round-table discussion
focused on key topics and issues that
impact communities throughout the
Sunshine State. 

When: 1 p.m. Monday, Nov. 16

Who: Hosted by opinion leaders from
the USA TODAY Network-Florida

See PULSE, Page 48ASee TOXIC, Page 48A
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Here’s what we can do to bridge the
divide and prevent deeper polarization:

h Take divisive media with a grain
of salt: Much of the division in our
country is fed on a national level with
news and social media headlines lead-
ing the way. Regardless of the topic, the
story is often presented as one group
against another.

Division at this level distills entire
groups to stereotypes, caricatures and
villains, erasing the humanity and
complexity of its individual members.
How many people do you know who are
actually like those caricatures in real
life? The worst behavior from a tiny mi-
nority of Americans is shared virally
and suddenly defi�nes an entire group. 

But we’re all much more nuanced
than that. 

The truth is that the overwhelming
majority of Americans are just trying to
do our best. We’re trying to raise fam-
ilies, work hard, support our communi-
ties.

Yet, we assume the loudest, most di-
visive voices represent more people
than they actually do. We must start
taking news and social media shares
with a grain of salt.

If something is generating a lot of at-
tention and seems extremist, remem-
ber that it’s just that — an extremist
opinion or action and not necessarily a
clear-cut representation of an entire
group. Heck, it may even be posted by a
fake person! 

h Focus on local communities: One
of the best ways we can combat that
dangerous tendency to lump groups in
with extremists is to remember and
honor the nuances of others.

This is easier to do at the local level,
where we can look people in the eyes
and have an honest conversation. We
can turn off� our phones, close down so-
cial media and venture outside to see
our neighbors for who they really are
rather than judging or writing them off�
based on a yard sign or an online post.

Volunteer together. Check in on how
your neighbors are doing in their per-
sonal lives. Change the conversation
from national political talking points
and focus on what is happening in your
community. 

h Honor our democracy: The deep
division we’re stuck in has led many to
support their party or politicians at all
costs. As a result, we’ve seen a re-writ-
ing of the rules to fi�t any given narra-

tive. We must remember that the rules
and systems in place are supposed to
work no matter who is in power.

We can’t bypass them just because
we want a certain political outcome.
We must hold politicians and ourselves
accountable at all times, no matter who
we think it benefi�ts. To do otherwise is
to turn our backs on who we are as a
country. 

Our country is facing challenging
times. But we’ve faced challenging
times before. We won two world wars,
landed on the moon, cured diseases,
and built the wealthiest society in the
history of human civilization.

We’re better than what we’re seeing
from our politics now. Now is the time
to stand up for America, and for each
other.

Andrew Hanauer is president and
CEO of the One America Movement, an
organization founded by faith and
community leaders to address polar-
ization in American society.

Toxic
Continued from Page 43A

Voting on Oct. 26 in Hagerstown,
Maryland. COLLEEN MCGRATH/THE

HERALD-MAIL VIA AP

Our country is facing
challenging times. 
But we’ve faced
challenging times
before. We won two
world wars, landed on
the moon, cured
diseases and built the
wealthiest society in
the history of human
civilization.

This important designation signals
by 2025:

FSW is committed to partnering
with other local institutions to trans-
form our SWFL workforce.

FSW is committed to partnering
with local institutions to ensure that 55
percent of our workforce has a college
degree, certifi�cate or credential.

Through Southwest Florida’s Futu-
reMakers Coalition, FSW’s work is or-
ganized to align with Lumina’s strate-
gic goals: 

More adults will earn credentials af-
ter high school through short-term and
innovative programs here at FSW.
FSW’s pathways to credentials will
have immediate labor-market value by
preparing adult learners for more ad-
vanced credentials such as associate
and bachelor’s degrees. According to
the Lumina Foundation’s Strategic Plan
(2020), “Nearly half of the adults who
lack credentials after high school be-
lieve they need additional education to
advance.” For the 20 percent of the total
population in Southwest Florida who
started college, but did not fi�nish, FSW
has four campus locations - Lee, Col-
lier, Charlotte and Hendry counties -
ready to serve you or your employees.

Imagine the ELEVATED results of a
strong and credentialed workforce and
the impact this would have on South-
west Florida employers’ ability to hire
from local talent. We have many path-
ways to elevate your opportunities to
earn an associate’s or bachelor’s de-
gree. Through FSW’s Reverse Transfer
plan, FSW students who go to FGCU
before offi�cially applying to receive
their AA degree from FSW will be given
that option once an enrolled student at
FGCU. Coordinated eff�orts between the

enrollment offi�ces at both institutions
ensure a smooth transition for students
through shared recruitment materials.

This past fall, FSW began off�ering
courses in the Bachelor of Science in El-
ementary Education at FSW’s Hendry/
Glades Center. There are nearly 20 stu-
dents enrolled in the B.S. in the Ele-
mentary Education courses off�ered
there. FSW’s Second Look Stop-Out
Campaign targets students who start-
ed at FSW but did not complete the de-
gree. Coordinated eff�orts to contact
students who earned credits but did
not graduate, is ongoing.

We have rapid credentialing pro-
grams where you can earn a certifi�ca-
tion in less than a year. 

The credit and non-credit programs
are great for career changers or career
enhancement. Some of these certifi�-
cates even have scholarships that make
them low cost or even no cost educa-
tion options.

Whether you are a fi�rst time in col-
lege student or returning to fi�nish up
what you started, FSW is committed to
providing an outstanding experience
for you. Our world class faculty and
staff� are dedicated to assist you in com-
pleting your degree to ensure more op-
tions for employment in your lifetime.

Imagine the ELEVATED impact on
individuals who are more likely to pros-
per in the workforce as a result of
stronger educational credentials. As
educational institutions in Southwest
Florida collaborate together, the num-
ber of degrees and credentials will in-
crease, hopefully to at least 55 percent
in our community by 2025.

Dr. Eileen DeLuca, Ph.D. is Provost
and Vice President for Academic Af-
fairs at Florida SouthWestern State
College and a FutureMaker.

Dr. Michele Yovanovich, Ed.D. is Vice
Provost for Student Aff�airs at Florida
SouthWestern State College and a Fu-
tureMaker.

Elevate
Continued from Page 43A

Guests:

h Bill Doherty, co-founder of Braver
Angels, a citizens' organization uniting
red and blue Americans in a working
alliance to depolarize America

h David Plazas, David Plazas, Director
of Opinion and Engagement, The Ten-

nessean, and founder of Civility Ten-
nessee

h Professor Robert Watson, award-
winning author who has published over
40 books and roughly 200 scholarly
articles and chapters on topics in his-
tory and politics

How to watch: The live stream will be
shown on websites and Facebook
pages across the USA TODAY Network-
Florida with an opportunity for the
audience to ask questions to the panel.

Pulse
Continued from Page 43A


