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Southwest Florida, it’s time to elevate!
Your Turn
Eileen DeLuca and Michele Yovanovich
Guest columnists

We seek to elevate the knowledge
base and earning potential of our workforce which will lead to more productive
and proﬁtable businesses. To many of
us working at the oldest local institution
of higher education, Florida SouthWestern State College (FSW), we believe this
stretch goal is achievable through education.
As a partner in the prestigious Lumina Foundation in partnership with the
Kresge Foundation, Southwest Florida
has been designated as a TALENT HUB
— one of only 25 other designated communities in the United States who have
a demonstrated plan for signiﬁcantly
increasing the number of people with
college degrees or other credentials beyond a high school diploma.
This important designation signals
by 2025:
FSW is committed to partnering with
other local institutions to transform our
SWFL workforce.

TODAY IN HISTORY
Today is Sunday, Nov. 8, the 313th day
of 2020. There are 53 days left in the
year.
On this date in:
1793: The Louvre began admitting the
public, even though the French museum had been officially open since
August.
1861: During the Civil War, the USS San
Jacinto intercepted a British mail
steamer, the Trent, and detained a
pair of Confederate diplomats who
were enroute to Europe to seek support for the Southern cause. (Although the Trent Affair strained relations between the United States and
Britain, the matter was quietly resolved with the release of the diplomats the following January.)

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS
Singer Bonnie Raitt is 71. Former “Entertainment Tonight” host Mary Hart
is 70. Actor Alfre Woodard is 68. Singersongwriter Rickie Lee
Jones is 66. TV chef
Gordon Ramsay is 54.
Actor Courtney
Thorne-Smith is 53.
Actor Parker Posey is
Woodard
52. Actor Matthew
Naples
Daily Newsis 46.
Rhys (c)
(“The
Americans”)
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FSW is committed to partnering with
local institutions to ensure that 55 percent of our workforce has a college degree, certiﬁcate or credential.
Through Southwest Florida’s FutureMakers Coalition, FSW’s work is organized to align with Lumina’s strategic
goals:
More adults will earn credentials after high school through short-term and
innovative programs here at FSW.
FSW’s pathways to credentials will have
immediate labor-market value by preparing adult learners for more advanced
credentials such as associate and bachelor’s degrees.
According to the Lumina Foundation’s Strategic Plan (2020), “Nearly half
of the adults who lack credentials after
high school believe they need additional
education to advance.” For the 20 percent of the total population in Southwest Florida who started college, but
did not ﬁnish, FSW has four campus locations - Lee, Collier, Charlotte and
Hendry counties - ready to serve you or
your employees.
Imagine the ELEVATED results of a
strong and credentialed workforce and
the impact this would have on Southwest Florida employers’ ability to hire
from local talent. We have many pathways to elevate your opportunities to
earn an associate’s or bachelor’s degree.

Guest commentaries
A guest commentary can be 600 words
or less on a topical subject. Authors
must have considerable experience,
public involvement or expertise in the
subject matter. Due to the large
number of guest commentaries we
receive, these may be returned to the
author with a recommendation to
resubmit it as a letter to the editor
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Through FSW’s Reverse Transfer plan,
FSW students who go to FGCU before
oﬃcially applying to receive their AA
degree from FSW will be given that option once an enrolled student at FGCU.
Coordinated eﬀorts between the enrollment oﬃces at both institutions ensure
a smooth transition for students
through shared recruitment materials.
This past fall, FSW began oﬀering
courses in the Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education at FSW’s Hendry/
Glades Center. There are nearly 20 students enrolled in the B.S. in the Elementary Education courses oﬀered there.
FSW’s Second Look Stop-Out Campaign targets students who started at
FSW but did not complete the degree.
Coordinated eﬀorts to contact students
who earned credits but did not gradu-

ate, is ongoing.
We have rapid credentialing programs where you can earn a certiﬁcation in less than a year. The credit and
non-credit programs are great for career
changers or career enhancement. Some
of these certiﬁcates even have scholarships that make them low cost or even
no cost education options.
Whether you are a ﬁrst time in college
student or returning to ﬁnish up what
you started, FSW is committed to providing an outstanding experience for
you. Our world class faculty and staﬀ
are dedicated to assist you in completing your degree to ensure more options
for employment in your lifetime.
Imagine the ELEVATED impact on individuals who are more likely to prosper
in the workforce as a result of stronger
educational credentials. As educational
institutions in Southwest Florida collaborate together, the number of degrees and credentials will increase,
hopefully to at least 55 percent in our
community by 2025.
Dr. Eileen DeLuca, Ph.D. is provost
and vice president for Academic Aﬀairs
at Florida SouthWestern State College
and a FutureMaker.
Dr. Michele Yovanovich, Ed.D. is vice
provost for Student Aﬀairs at Florida
SouthWestern State College and a FutureMaker.

How Justice Barrett’s conﬁrmation can
ease Christian conservatives’ anxiety
Asma T. Uddin
Special to USA TODAY

“Judge Dogma” they call her aﬀectionately.
Judge Amy Coney Barrett became a hero in conservative
circles in 2017, after Sen. Dianne Feinstein asked her during
a conﬁrmation hearing whether the “dogma lives within
you.——” That is, whether Barrett would be able to set aside
her religious beliefs when ruling on cases.
Christian conservatives were shocked by the question. In
their view, Feinstein’s question symbolized one of the most
important battles they’re ﬁghting in America today: a battle
between their traditional religious values and secularism,
with Barrett symbolizing the former.
Her conﬁrmation to the U.S. Supreme Court might begin
a path that will put their anxiety to rest — something that
bodes well for all Americans.
Conservatives today are experiencing tremendous anxiety in the face of seismic demographic and cultural changes.
Consider two major shifts: First, white preponderance is
on the decline. In 1965, white Americans constituted 84 percent of the U.S. population, and now Pew says whites will be
a minority by 2050.
Second, the demise of white Protestant America has
brought with it a perceived end to the cultural and institutional world built primarily by white Protestants. While the
demographic shifts have occurred with white Protestants
speciﬁcally, these broader implications worry conservative
Christians more broadly (Mormons and Catholics included).
In recent years, nothing reﬂects that anxiety more than
the conservatives’ reaction to the 2015 Supreme Court case,
Obergefell v. Hodges, which legalized same-sex marriage.
Christian conservatives have objected to providing services

Judge Amy Coney Barrett delivered her opening statement
in her Supreme Court conﬁrmation hearing. AP

How to de-escalate perceptions of threat? Social scientists
provide us with a range of strategies that have worked at the
interpersonal level and which might be helpful at the societal
level, too.
For example, a 2019 New York Times article, “They Have
Worked on Conﬂicts Overseas. Now These Americans See
‘Red Flags’ at Home,” tells the story of a group of conﬂict resolution experts who spent their careers working on conﬂicts
abroad and are now turning their focus to the U.S.
These experts tackled the problem by convening dialogue
sessions with small groups of people. The goal in each session
was not to persuade the other to accept their political views;
instead the idea was to see each other as people. The experts
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found that if people took a more empathetic
approach,
attitudes began to shift.

